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io A member ot the Managing Committee of the Demokratischer Frauenb-an.;; 
Deutschlands (DFD) was requested t5 call upon Captain Bokarava oi 
the SMA, Xarlshorst, on 30 December 1947. She was told thao tne i-b 
must become more active and that for the purpose of yflnning ne«: 
members it would be necsssaryj in futurej to take various trlps.anu 
tofcold rallies, Speeches, and the like« 

2o Captain Bokareva complained that the Executive Comlttse had net 
enough active members, slnce Emmy Drmerlus and Elsa Lhaers /the 
latter has slnce died) had been sick for raany weeks, and since 
Dr. Burant’-Wever .was kept extremely busy professionally. ln rnls 
Connection, the DFD caller proposed that Fsaa Durand-Wever be :re~ 
placed by Emmy Damerius, who, having the nost outstandlng person- 
ality of all SED members, would be elected to this post anyhoif 
sooner or later. Maria Rentmeister, the secretary-general , feie, 
however, that It vfould be unwise at the present time to choose ss 
first Chairman a woman who was knbwn to be an arderit SED follower 
It was therefore agr^ed that Fwn Durand-Wever should continue as 
Chairman for another year. 


3o It may be v/ell to recall that the SED orlginally sponsored the 

appointment of Dr. Durand-Wever , fieling that it v/ouldbe an asset 
to have as Chairman a woman known to have no pai'ty aff iliations. 

It had also been hoped that she might become a willing tool of the 
SED, the raore so since her allegedly unpolitical daughter is a cic.:£. 
friend of Edith Hauser who is a very active SED member and a S’.'-. 
informer, At that time, members of other partles had not faveree 
Durand-Wever, as it was feit that her partial deafness dl.squa-lil: 
her for such an important post. To begin with, however, Dr. Eure- - 
VIever gained the confidence of the SMa and the SED, axthough she 
tried to justify her actiens in ths eyas of non-SED member, s bj ■ 

ing to thera indlridually, voiclng her fears, and vjarning then not 
undertake anything. rash. It therefore never became quite cieai- 
whether D urand-Wever had become an SED tcol^ or whether she J.aclj:t;.c 
backbone . | 
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4o Durlnr the talk wlth Captalc Bokareva, the DFD chairmn explalned 
that sha was not favorlng seer-^t ballots, since this woulä mean 
that all vaoancies ln the managing oounalttees would be fllled by 
SBD oaabara only - a procedura whlch not even the SED woild ap- 
prove. Bokareva did hot contest thls point. 

5. Captaln Bokareva and the DFD chairnsan agreed that the ; <tcruitlng 
of aembers in the Western zones of Germany was of aiajor importance. 

6. The Executive Ooamlttae declded at its meeting of 2 Jaiuary 1$48 to 
apply for meotberthlp ln the International Wonien’s Federation during 
tnnt Organization *s executive neeting to be held in Warsaw on 10 
llarch» Dr. Durand-Wever, who up to r.ow had been against an affili- 
atlon with the International Women ''s Federation, clalaing that such 
a move would be unwise in view of the aggravated politlcal Situation, 
suddeiU.y reversed her att.itude and favored the nove. 

7. It was proposed at the saiae meeting that in urder to further recruit- 
Dent of woaen from the western zones, aembers of the DFD should be 
sent to Uie Western zones ln a private capacity to call upon and try 
to iln over prominent wonen- 

8. In its letter of 20 December 19^7, the Allied Kcosadatasa. approved 
the llcenslng of the KFD for Greater Berlin, to be knov/n henceforth 
as •'Demokratischer Frauenbund von Berlin.” The letter enumerated 
the eondltlons ander whlch the organlzatlon would be allowed tc 
funotlon as a politlcal unit. Great corsternation was caused by 
para. III of this letter which raads as follorrs: 

"The organlzatlon is forbidden to extend its activities beyond 
Greater Berlin. This does not preclude contact with other wonen's 
organlzatlons , provlded that the approval of the Eupremo Coramanders 
ln the zones and of the fllled Ectaandatorft has been secured. 

Offlclals of this organlzatlon are not permltted to accept leacing 
posltlons, or to bocoie actlve aembers of oths ■ woinen's organiza- 
tions, no matter whether the roaln Office of the organlzatlon Is 
loeated in or outside Berlin." 

9* A conslderable nuraber of wornen, such as Greta Kuckhoff, lÄaria 

Rentmeister, Dr. von Renthe, Kandtner, Charlotte Kloss, etc», will 
be affected by this order. and it will therefore become necessary 
to nodlfy the by-laws of the DID. Th© qusstion was discussed whether 
the organlzatlon should send a letter of orotest to the Allied 
Kcaandamira 
of personal 

10c During the teeting of 30 Janutary, it was declded to issue an official 
Statement as an answer to newspaper ar ticles which had doubted the 
DFD allegatlons that this organlzatlon was abovs party polltics, and 
to launch ainuBanecmsly an attaok against the SPD, which Is consldered 
to have a destructive Influence upon the campaign for a united 
Germany. The DFD attaehes great Importance to a contlnuance of 
sfflooth relatlons wltli the bloc partles, and it was notlced in this 
relation that great coi.sideration has recer.tly been shown to the LDP. 

11* The Daabkratlacher Frauenbund vor. Berlin plans to hold a rally in the 
Berliner Rundfurk at which Frau von Renthe will be one of the Speakers 

CONFIDEmt 



, pointing out that the restriction is a ourtailment 
rreadon* 
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